Children and Young People with Disabilities

According to recently revised estimates by the DfES, around 7% of children in the UK are disabled (770,000). This is a significant increase over the last 10 years or so (the percentage given by central government only two or three years ago was 4%). The increase is thought to be due to increased survival rates of premature babies, increased survival rates of children and young people with complex care needs and life limiting illnesses, and the diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Disorders. (NSF Standard 8). 

In Gloucestershire this equates to around 9675 children and young people with disabilities. Census figures (based on self-reporting of a child with a disability in the family) suggest a figure of 4496 for Gloucestershire. The spread of children across the county (using data of those with Statements of Special Educational Need) suggests, unsurprisingly, that the highest numbers are in the urban areas of Cheltenham and Gloucester with clusters also in Stroud, Tewkesbury, Cirencester, Cinderford and Coleford. But there are disabled children and young people in all localities across Gloucestershire.

In 2006 2.6% (2443) of the total school population had statements of Special Educational Needs (1.71% in mainstream schools); 867 of these statements were held in Special Schools.  Approximately 3.5% of disabled children are supported by County Council social care services (Social Services prior to April). 

How do disabled children and young people compare with their non-disabled peers in achieving the 5 Every Child Matters outcomes? They are three to four times more likely to be abused. They are more likely to grow up in poverty (55% grow up in families with a low income, and it has been estimated that the annual costs of bringing up a disabled child are 3 times greater than those for a child who is not disabled). They are more likely to be excluded from school. They are more likely to experience mental health problems. They are more likely to be socially isolated and denied access to sport and leisure activities, more likely to have lower educational achievement. They are much less likely to live independently when they grow up and half as likely as their non-disabled peers to get into paid work. Many of these circumstances of their lives are nothing to do with their impairment and everything to do with social, attitudinal and physical barriers. 

In every school there should be a Governor who takes a lead on Special Educational Needs, including monitoring that SEN funding is supporting SEN pupils (the funding is provided to schools for this purpose but is not ring-fenced). The Disability Discrimination Act requires that secondary schools have a Disability Equality Plan in place by 6 December 2006, and primary schools by December 2007. All Headteachers have an information booklet outlining requirements.
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